
 

Core health promotion competencies in Australia: Are they compatible with
climate change action?

   
   

   
Abstract:

Issues addressed: Health promotion principles for practice are closely aligned with that of environmental
sustainability. Health promotion practitioners are well positioned to take action on climate change. However,
there has been scant discussion about practice synergies and subsequently the type and nature of
professional competencies that underpin such action. Methods: This commentary uses the Australian Health
Promotion Association (AHPA) national core competencies for Health Promotion Practitioners as a basis to
examine the synergies between climate change and health promotion action. Results: We demonstrate that
AHPA core competencies, such as program planning, evaluation and partnership building, are highly
compatible for implementing climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies. We use food security
examples to illustrate this case. Conclusions: There appears to be considerable synergy between climate
change and health promotion action. This should be a key focus of future health promotion competency
development in Australia.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Security, Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

Author(s): Patrick R, Smith JA
Year: 2011

Journal: Health Promotion Journal of Australia : Official Journal of Australian Association
of Health Promotion Professionals. 22: S28-S33

Page 1 of 2

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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